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Top 5 reasons why Councils should adopt the new lap dancing club licensing regulations
Listed below are the main reasons why all local authorities should adopt Schedule 3 to the Local Government Miscellaneous Provisions Act (LGMPA) 1982 – and start regulating lap dancing clubs as ‘Sexual Encounter Venues’, rather than solely licensing such clubs under the Licensing Act 2003.
1) Redress imbalance of power between lap dancing club owners and local authorities
· If lap dancing clubs are licensed solely under the Licensing Act 2003, local authorities have very little power to stipulate controls and conditions on lap dancing clubs. Conversely lap dancing club owners have wide-ranging discretion to operate where, when and how they like.
· Licensing lap dancing clubs under the LGMPA 1982 will take the power from the hands of lap dancing club owners and place it where it belongs – in the hands of the local authority. This will give local authorities greater powers to control and regulate the operation of lap dancing clubs in their area. 

2) Reinstate local democracy

· Currently, only residents who live within a 100-200 metre radius of a lap dancing club can object to it opening / operating. Furthermore, they can only object on the basis of the four licensing objectives stipulated in the Licensing act 2003 – which does not include the objective of gender equality. 
· Licensing lap dancing clubs under the LGMPA will allow all people affected by the operation of a particular lap dancing club a say in the licensing process. They can also object on a wider range of grounds – including the very real impact that lap dancing clubs have on women in the area. 

3) Enable local flexibility

· Currently, local authorities are required to licence lap dancing clubs under the ‘one size fits all’ approach of the Licensing Act 2003 – which requires local authorities to treat all lap dancing clubs the same as they treat cafes and restaurants. 
· Licensing lap dancing clubs under the LGMPA 1982 will enable local authorities much greater flexibility with respect to lap dancing clubs. It will allow each individual local authority to:

· Prescribe the maximum number of lap dancing clubs permitted in a particular area

· Set the cost of obtaining and renewing a Sexual Entertainment Licence

· Consider factors unique and specific to the locality in which a lap dancing club does/proposes to operate

4) Uphold legal obligations to promote gender equality

· Local authorities are legally required under the Equality Act 2010 to consider the impact of licensing decisions on women and men and promote gender equality in all they do. Lap dancing clubs are found to have a very definite and harmful impact on gender equality. However, the Licensing Act 2003 prevents local authorities considering this impact by only allowing consideration of the four licensing objectives (which do not include gender equality).
· The LGMPA (1982) has therefore been amended to allow local authorities to licence lap dancing clubs as sex establishments and therein consider factors such as gender equality.

5) Help improve conditions and safety for lap dancing club performers

· Research and personal testimony obtained by OBJECT reveals that female performers in lap dancing clubs often face very poor working conditions. This can include financial and sexual exploitation, poor facilities, and inadequate safety measures. However, local authorities are currently powerless to stipulate any conditions within the club which would help protect the performers and improve their conditions.
· The LGMPA 1982 allows local authorities to do all of these things. For example, they can stipulate a ‘no touching rule’, a ‘three feet rule’, a ban on ‘private booths’, and a requirement that performers have separate designated changing facilities. 

For more information about the reforms to lap dancing club licensing please contact OBJECT: anna@object.org.uk; www.object.org.uk, OBJECT, PO Box 50373, London, W4 3ZP
