Lobby your Parliamentary Candidates – OBJECT Charter on Women and the Media


Tips
1. To find out contact details of your local candidates, go to the websites of the main political parties and search for your local party:
www.labour.org.uk
www.conservatives.com
www.libdems.org.uk 

www.greenparty.org.uk 

2. Email the template letter to the candidates from the main Parties using the email addresses found. 
3. Don’t forget to include your postal address on all communication so that candidates know you are their constituent.
4. Email today – to give your candidate a chance to respond before elections!!


Model Letter

Dear 

As a candidate in the up and coming elections, I am writing to you to ask you to sign up to OBJECT’s Charter on Women and the Media.

This calls on all MPs to:

1. Recognise the need for a socially responsible media with respect to the sexual objectification of women and girls.

2. Support a mechanism (such as an All Party Parliamentary Group) to review current media portrayal of women and recommend a process for change to achieve a socially responsible media. 

3. Ensure that codes on the sale and display of lads’ mags and The Sport are made mandatory so that these publications are covered and placed on the top shelf and are either regulated in the same manner as Teen Girl magazines or age-restricted.  

4. Seek an end to the advertising of sexual services in newspapers and other mainstream media. 

5. Call for an end to the advertising of sex industry jobs in Government job centres.   

You can view a full version of the Charter here: http://www.object.org.uk/charter
These measures are in line with many of the proposals put forward by the recent, highly publicised Home Office Review into the Sexualisation of Young People. This review further highlighted the extent to which women and girls are sexualised and objectified in the media and its harmful social effect both on women’s self esteem and on men and boys attitudes and behaviour towards women and girls.

Furthermore, the links between pornification, discrimination and violence against women are recognised by human rights documents such as the Beijing Platform for Action and even UK Government reports to the legally binding United Nation’s Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).

These obligations clearly require an overhaul of media regulation and I urge you to take a stand now and start to stem the culture of objectification that has engulfed our society.
PLEASE ADD ANY PERSONAL COMMENTS OR EXPERIENCES HERE ABOUT HOW OBJECTIFICATION AFFECTS YOU AND WHY YOU CARE SO DEEPLY ABOUT THIS ISSUE.

OBJECT is a leading women’s rights organisation which challenges the sexual objectification of women. OBJECT was part of the working group on the Sexualisation of Young People Review and most recently has successfully campaigned for lap dancing clubs to be licensed as part of the sex industry instead of as cafes and for it to be a crime to pay for sex from somebody who has been subjected to force.
I am writing to all candidates asking them to sign the Charter. Whether or not you are willing to commit to this issue will have a great impact on how I choose to vote as I feel that this is an issue that affects women so directly and deeply.
I look forward to hearing from you on this matter and hope you sign up to the principles of this Charter as a pre-election pledge to women. 

Please cc OBJECT’s Campaigns Coordinator Anna van Heeswijk into any response so that she can add you to the list of signatories. Her email address is anna@object.org.uk  

With best wishes

NAME:
ADDRESS:

 POSTCODE: 
