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Lap dancing toolkit
OVERVIEW
This toolkit is designed to help you prevent or tackle the growth of lap dancing clubs in your local area. Due to lax licensing laws, the number of lap dancing clubs in the UK doubled between 2004 and 2008 to over 300 clubs – with local authorities and residents powerless to stop the spread. However, following a successful campaign by OBJECT and the Fawcett Society, a new law came into force in April 2010 allowing local authorities to exercise more control over lap dancing clubs and giving local people a greater say. However, that new law is optional. Local authorities and local people cannot automatically start using it. The council must first pass a resolution to adopt it. This toolkit is designed to help you ensure your local authority adopts that resolution. 
INTRODUCTION
About OBJECT

OBJECT is a human rights organisation which challenges the sexual objectification of women in the media and popular culture. We challenge ‘sex object culture’ because of the role it plays in reinforcing sexism and the attitudes which underpin inequality and violence against women. Our vision is of a society free of sexism, in which women are represented in their full diversity. This will be a crucial step to achieving full human rights for women.
The campaign to reform lap dancing club licensing laws

Following the introduction of the Licensing Act 2003 lap dancing club owners only had to obtain a Premises License to operate their club – exactly the same license that cafe and restaurant operators require. The result was that it was very easy to open a lap dancing club – and very hard for local residents, equality campaigners, and even concerned local authorities to prevent them opening.

Due to the high levels of sexual and financial exploitation found to take place in lap dancing clubs, and the negative impact the clubs have on wider gender relations, in 2008 OBJECT launched the Stripping the Illusion campaign to challenge the myth that lap dancing clubs are just ‘harmless fun’. We also joined forces with the Fawcett Society to lobby for a change in the law so that local authorities could impose greater restrictions and conditions on lap dancing clubs – and local people could have a greater say as to whether the clubs should be permitted to open.
Thanks to the efforts of a mass coalition of individuals and organisations – the campaign to re-licence lap dancing clubs was successful: On 6th April 2010 a new law came in to force allowing local authorities to licence lap dancing clubs as ‘Sexual Entertainment Venues’.
The new law and its implications

The Policing and Crime Act 2009 allows local authorities to regulate lap dancing clubs as sex establishments (i.e. like sex shops and cinemas – instead of like cafes and restaurants) under an existing piece of legislation. That piece of legislation is Schedule 3 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act (LGMPA) 1982. (Previously lap dancing clubs were exempt from the LGMPA 1982.) When licensed under this piece of legislation, a lap dancing club needs a ‘Sexual Entertainment Licence’ in order to operate. Those lap dancing clubs also need to apply to renew their licence on a regular basis. 
By requiring lap dancing clubs to obtain a Sexual Entertainment Licence a local authority can:
· Prescribe the maximum number of lap dancing clubs that can be established in a particular area. That number can be set at zero.

· Set the cost of obtaining and renewing a Sexual Entertainment License. 
· Consider a wide range of factors when deciding whether or not to grant or renew a licence for a lap dancing club. These factors can include:

· The conditions for women performing in the club 
· The likelihood of financial and/or sexual exploitation taking place in the clubs
· The detrimental impact lap dancing clubs have on gender relations

· The impact of lap dancing clubs on women living and working in the area

HOWEVER, the new licensing rules relating to lap dancing clubs are optional. The Policing and Crime Act 2009 states that local authorities do not have to use the new Sexual Entertainment Licence category for lap dancing clubs. Unless a local authority officially adopts the new powers granted by the Policing and Crime Act 2009 they must continue to license lap dancing clubs under the Licensing Act 2003 – using a Premises Licence (the same licence as cafes and restaurants). Therefore, local people will only be given a greater say in the licensing of lap dancing clubs if their local authority actively adopts the new powers. 
This briefing is designed to help you ensure that your local authority adopts the new licensing powers for lap dancing clubs – giving you a greater say in the licensing process.
Persuade your council to adopt the new licensing powers
In order to adopt the new licensing powers the council must pass a resolution to adopt the new licensing regime. Therefore your main objectives are to:

1) Persuade a councillor to propose a resolution to adopt the new licensing powers 

2) Persuade as many councillors as possible to vote in favour of the resolution 
BEFORE GETTING STARTED
· Find out if your local authority has adopted the new licensing regulations already. To do this you can either contact the licensing department of your local council (you will find the main switchboard telephone number on the council website), or search your local authority website for a list of recent decisions made by the full council (councils have only been able to pass a resolution to adopt the new licensing powers since the beginning of April 2010).  
· Recruit supporters: Demonstrating widespread demand for the new licensing regulations will help increase the likelihood a resolution to this effect will be passed. Therefore, if you have time, contact local groups and organisations who you think might be in favour of having a greater say in the licensing of lap dancing clubs. This could include: residents associations, women’s groups, and community organisations.
· Contact OBJECT: Email anna@object.org.uk to find out if there are individuals or groups in your area who have already expressed an interest in taking action to ensure the new licensing regulations are adopted.
TAKE ACTION
Write to your local councillors

How long? 30 minutes
Why? By writing to your local councillors you can encourage them to propose and/or support a resolution to the full council to adopt the new licensing regulations. 
What materials do I need? A template letter to councillors is included in appendix 1 and is also available to download from www.object.org.uk. A briefing to enclose with your letter is also provided in appendix 2 and available to download. A briefing on frequently asked questions about lap dancing - which you may or may not choose to include with your letter - is included in appendix 3 and is also available on the website. You can find out who your local councillors are by visiting http://www.writetothem.com or by visiting your local council’s website. Councillors represent a particular ‘ward’ within a local authority district (much like MPs represent particular ‘constituencies’). Therefore, if there are a group of you writing letters check how many wards you are covering (the more the better!). 
Collect petition signatures

How long? 30 minutes (minimum)
Why? Demonstrate to councillors widespread public support for adopting the new licensing regulations. 
What materials do I need? A template petition is included in appendix 4 and is also available to download from www.object.org.uk 
Write to your local newspaper

How long? 20 minutes
Why? Letters in local newspapers are a great way to raise awareness in the community about this issue and build support. They are also a very effective lobbying tool as councillors often read the local paper to get a feel for their community’s priorities. 
What materials do I need? A template letter is included in appendix 5 and is also available to download from www.object.org.uk 
NB: If your local authority has not adopted the new licensing powers by 6th April 2011 they are legally obliged to carry out a consultation with the local community on whether the new powers should be adopted.
Stay in touch with OBJECT

Keep us updated on any action you are taking to persuade your local authority to adopt the new licensing powers. Email anna@object.org.uk 

Thank you for taking action to stop commercial sexual exploitation.
