


<YOUR ADDRESS>

Rt.Hon. Alan Johnson MP

Home Secretary

Home Office

2 Marsham Street

London 
SW1P 4DF

<DATE>
Dear Rt.Hon.Alan Johnson MP, 
Re. Please ensure that lap dancing licensing reforms are strengthened to deliver real change

I am writing to congratulate you on your recent appointment as Home Secretary and to ask that you ensure lap dancing licensing reforms are strengthened by being applied universally with no frequency-based exemption. 

Over the last year I have strongly supported OBJECT and Fawcett Society’s national campaign for lap dancing licensing reforms. Their campaigning has demonstrated overwhelming support for applying greater regulations to lap dancing clubs and giving local people greater powers to control the opening of such venues in their area. This support has ranged from cross-party parliamentarians, local councils, councillors, the Local Government Association, National Organisations of Resident’s Associations, academics and women’s organisations such as Rape Crisis England and Wales.  

It is therefore crucial that licensing reforms contained in Clause 26 (Part 2) of the Policing and Crime Bill deliver real and robust change. Lap dancing clubs are currently licensed solely under the Licensing Act 2003 – in the same way as cafes and restaurants. However, they are part of the commercial sex industry, not the ordinary leisure industry. Lap dancing clubs promote the message that it is acceptable to treat women purely as sex objects and run counter to efforts by local authorities to promote gender equality under the Gender Equality Duty 2007.  <INSERT ANY PERSONAL EXPERIENCE>

I therefore appreciate the Government and former Home Secretary’s commitment to changing this – by enabling local councils to licence lap dancing clubs as Sex Encounter Venues (SEVs). 

However, I am extremely concerned that the proposals outlined in Clause 26 are inadequate on two counts:
1. The licensing reforms are optional: Adoption of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 is currently optional. Therefore, Clause 26 will not guarantee all local communities a greater say in the licensing of lap dancing clubs because this outcome will depend on whether their local authority decides to adopt the legislation. This will create a ‘postcode lottery’ over whether local communities have a say in the licensing of lap dancing. An uneven licensing landscape will also be vulnerable to exploitation by the lap dancing club industry. This is precisely what happened prior to the introduction of the Licensing Act 2003, when lap dancing clubs exerted pressure for looser regulation on the basis of uneven licensing regimes. 

2. Venues hosting lap dancing less than once a month are exempt: Clause 26 currently exempts venues where lap dancing is held less frequently than once a month. This will exclude a significant number of venues that hold ‘lap dancing nights’, catered for by lap dancing agencies that take bookings in a range of public houses, bars and hotel venues. This sub-market will likely grow if the exemption remains in Clause 25, as local authorities will be prevented from applying the greater regulations to such venues and local people will not have a say over whether and where they are put on.

These two serious flaws undermine the stated aim of Clause 26 - to empower communities to better control the number and location of lap dancing venues and events in their area. As a local resident, I will not be guaranteed a greater say in the licensing process by this legislation, nor will I be given a say over all lap dancing venues.
If my local authority chooses not to adopt this legislation I shall remain powerless to raise concerns relating to gender equality if a lap dancing club applies to open in my area. This is in direct contradiction to the Gender Equality Duty 2007 which requires all public authorities to promote equality between women and men and should be taken seriously given that research shows a new lap dancing venue is opening near weekly across the UK.
In light of huge public demand and the severity of the threat lap dancing clubs pose to gender equality, I urge you to make sure the legislation is universally applicable to local authorities in England and Wales, and that venues hosting lap dancing less than once a month are not exempt. This will be crucial in ensuring the reforms deliver real change.  
I look forward to hearing from you on this important matter.

Many thanks,

<YOUR NAME>

Ask the new Home Secretary Alan Johnson to strengthen 


lap dancing licensing reforms 





Instructions for use:


Amend the text marked in <BOLD ITALICS> and adapt the suggested text as you see fit. Remove this text box. 


Please also take a minute or two to add any personal experience of affected by lap dancing clubs. 


Send it via email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:johnsona@parliament.uk" �johnsona@parliament.uk� and � HYPERLINK "mailto:Ministers.HO@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk" �Ministers.HO@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk� or by post to the address below 


If possible please send any responses to Sandrine Levêque, OBJECT, PO Box 50373 , London W4 3ZP / � HYPERLINK "mailto:sandrine@object.org.uk" �sandrine@object.org.uk� 








