Lobby You MP for a socially responsible media which takes porn out of our press


Tips
1. Find out who your MP is here: http://www.theyworkforyou.com/mp/   

2. Email your MP here: http://www.theyworkforyou.com/mp/ .  

3. And / or write a letter (preferably hand written!) and post it to your MP at: House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA
4. Don’t forget to include your postal address in all communication to your MP so that they know you are their constituent and they will respond
5. Copy your correspondence and forward all replies to anna@object.org.uk
6. If you have time, include any other arguments or examples to personalise the letter / email 

7. Write today!! 

Template Letter

Dear 
I am writing to you as my MP to ask you to ensure that the widespread misogyny of parts of the media, particularly the normalising of the exploitative and objectifying porn and sex industries in certain tabloids, is recognised and addressed as part of tackling the profound social irresponsibility of segments of our mainstream press.

I ask for you to support the Prime Minister’s calls for a review into the culture and ethics of the press and to ensure that the portrayal of women is a core component of this. 

The need to address the portrayal of women in the media forms part of the UK Governments’ international obligations under the legally binding United Nations Convention to Eliminate Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), which has repeatedly called on states – including the British Government - to take action against the objectification of women.
I ask you to sign OBJECT’s MEDIA CHARTER calling for a socially responsible media and an end to the objectification of women and to email OBJECT for further information about this campaign. 
Specifically I call for:

· Recognition that self-regulation is a wholly inappropriate and unacceptable manner by which to regulate extremely powerful and influential bodies such as the press.
· The removal of the ineffective and inherently biased Press Complaints Commission.
· The introduction of a new, independent and, most importantly, socially responsible press regulator, with meaningful powers of enforcement.
· Gender equality and discrimination on the basis of sex to be key and distinct components of any new codes of practice for the media. 

· Issues related to the objectification of women and the mainstreaming of pornography to be judged and regulated on the basis of equality, not obscenity.

· Local and National press to stop carrying ads for the porn and sex industries, such as ads for ‘massage parlours’, ‘escort agencies’, sex chat lines and webcam pornography.
· An end to the biased and glamourising coverage of pornography, lap dancing or prostitution, with articles in certain tabloids frequently resembling little more than ‘infoverts’ for what research shows to be an often highly exploitative industry.
· Binding codes over the sale and display of pornography, including lads’ mags and newspapers such as the Sunday Sport which act as a message board for the sex and porn industries.
· An end to Page 3 which harms women in the industry, promotes damaging attitudes towards all women, and symbolises the cultural acceptance of pornography in our mainstream press

· A commitment to take pornography out of our mainstream press

I would also like to point out that because of OBJECT’s work in 2006, Parliament has already voted through the first reading of a Bill calling for a socially responsible, independently regulated, gender aware press, specifically to address the normalising of the porn and sex industries.
Recent events have highlighted the urgent need to examine the ethics of our press and to take action. 

I ask you to use this opportunity to ensure that the portrayal of women and the mainstreaming of pornography in our tabloid press is placed firmly on the agenda as we work together for a press which is socially responsible and which adheres to common principles of equality. 

I hope for your support on this matter and I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Thank you.

Yours sincerely, 

Name

Address
Email address
