February 2009

Object and Fawcett Society template letter: to local newspaper
Use this template letter to send to the letters page of your local newspaper to call for tighter regulation of lap dancing 
Instructions for use:

1. Amend the text marked in <BOLD ITALICS>
2. Send it off to your local newspaper as soon as possible. There should be an address for letters in your local paper or you can find a list of local newspaper addresses at www.newspapersoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=3 

3. If your letter is printed please send a copy to Sandrine Levêque, OBJECT, PO Box 50373 , London W4 3ZP

<YOUR ADDRESS>

< NAME & ADDRESS OF EDITOR >

Dear Editor,

Residents in <YOUR TOWN/CITY> don’t currently have a say in whether lap dancing clubs can open in our area. They are licensed in exactly the same way as cafes and pubs, despite being part of the sex industry. This has been highlighted in a national campaign run by the Fawcett Society and Object. 
The Government has pledged to tackle the problem, but their proposals don’t go far enough. The reforms contained in the Home Office’s Policing and Crime Bill, currently being debated by MPs, exempt venues providing lap dancing less than once a month. The reforms will also be voluntary – local authorities won’t have to adopt them. The result? Ordinary pubs and clubs holding ‘strip nights’ will become more common, lap dancing agencies catering for this sub-market will prosper, and residents will face a postcode lottery over whether they do actually get a greater say in the licensing process. 
<YOUR LOCAL AUTHORITY> should urge the Government to make licensing reforms universal and applicable to all venues, however frequently they host lap dancing. I also urge <NAME OF NEWSPAPER> and your readers to add their voices by signing a petition to the Government at http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/lapdance-reforms/ 
Our community should be guaranteed a greater say.
Yours Sincerely,

<YOUR NAME

YOUR ADDRESS>    

