Demand Change! template letter to Lynne Featherstone, Equality Minister asking that she reject calls to legalise prostitution and instead that she fully decriminalise those exploited in prostitution, provide services to exit the sex trade, and support, enforce and strengthen existing legislation which tackles demand. 

Send by post to the address below

OR

Email to: FEATHERSTONEL@parliament.uk
Rt. Hon Lynne Featherstone MP





# Your Address #

House of Commons
London
SW1A OAA
# Date#

Dear Lynne Featherstone MP,

To make women safer, # I or Organisation’s name # urge you to reject calls to legalise the prostitution industry. 

Instead please continue to take action to tackle demand for prostitution, fully decriminalise those exploited in prostitution, and support women to exit the sex industry safely. 

In light of the recent murders in Bradford there has been much discussion about the issue of prostitution, # I / Organisation’s name #am/ is# writing to ask you to take urgent action to help ensure that no more women are murdered at the hands of pimps and punters. 

As you know, prostitution is not safe. A woman in prostitution is more likely than not to be physically and/or seriously sexually assaulted at the hands of pimps and punters (Home Office, 2004). 68% of women in prostitution experience Post Traumatic Stress Disorder in the same range as torture victims (Farley, 2003), and mortality rates for women in prostitution are far higher than the national average (Home Office, 2004).  

To make women safer, # I / Organisation’s name # urge you as Equality Minister to:

Fully decriminalise people exploited in prostitution
Criminalising people exploited in prostitution fails to address the reasons that led to their involvement in the first instance – such as poverty, drug use or coercion by a third party. It does not give people the opportunity to exit prostitution and get themselves off the street and it simply makes them more vulnerable. 

Instead of criminalising people in prostitution, support services are needed to help them exit prostitution safely. 

Provide funding for women in prostitution to be able to exit the sex industry safely
In a study in 9 countries, 9 out of 10 women in prostitution said they wanted to exit but felt unable to do so (Farley et al, 2003). Women do not want to be prostituted. 

To make women in prostitution safer, services are needed to support those in prostitution to exit safely and permanently. This means supporting them to overcome the damage caused by prostitution to enable them to avail of other life opportunities including training, education and employment.  

Tackle demand for prostitution

# I / Organisation’s name # strongly urge you to continue to tackle demand for prostitution not to legalise an industry which kills and traps vulnerable people, and not to decriminalise the punters and pimps who drive and profit from commercial sexual exploitation. 

As found in Germany, Australia, Amsterdam and New Zealand - legalisation or complete decriminalisation does not remove the harm of prostitution – rather it gives a green light to the sex trade and makes the associated harm legal.

Instead, as you know, the only way to ensure that future generations of vulnerable women and children are no longer drawn or coerced into having to sell their bodies is to tackle the problem at its route – to tackle the demand. 

It is logical that without demand there would be no supply. It is the demand for prostitution that expands the industry and fuels trafficking for commercial sexual exploitation. 

This is why Section 14 of the Policing and Crime Act 2009 which makes it a crime to pay for sex from somebody who has been coerced, threatened, deceived or subjected to force is so important, and why it was supported by 68 human rights NGOs who work on this issue. 

# I / Organisation’s name # urge you as Equality Minister to ensure that legislation that deters men from buying sex acts is enforced, publicised and strengthened by this current administration – especially in preparation for the Olympics in 2012, for which significant expansion of the sex industry is predicted. 

This progressive and human rights based approach to prostitution shifts the criminal gaze away from the person who is exploited in prostitution onto the person who directly contributes to this exploitation by choosing to pay for sex acts. 

(Please find attached 5 reasons why legalising prostitution would not have made women in Bradford or Ipswich safer, along with a Fact Sheet on prostitution taken from the Demand Change! campaign which is supported by NGOs providing direct support to those who have been sexually exploited, and survivors of prostitution).
# I / Organisation’s name # look forward to hearing from you on this important issue. 

Yours sincerely, 

