Model Letter : Demand Change! on Prostitution
Please use this model letter as a template and emailit  to the peers listed below. If you can personalise it that would be even better

 

Your Address

 

DATE
 

Support Clause 14 (formally Clause 13) of the Policing and Crime Bill to tackle demand for sexual exploitation
I am writing to you in your capacity as a Member of the House of Lords who has previously shown an interest in the issue of exploitation through prostitution and trafficking. I am deeply concerned that measures aimed at tackling the demand for prostitution risk being weakened or removed altogether as they pass through the House of Lords.  I ask that you support crucial measures to tackle the demand for exploitation through prostitution, as contained in Clause 13 (Part 2) of the Policing and Crime Bill which will have its Report Stage debate in the Lords late October/early November.
Prostitution is a human rights violation – which, whilst affecting some men and boys – is profoundly gendered and is defined by the United Nations as an act of violence against women. Whilst some women state prostitution is their choice and describe their experiences as empowering, such women are a small and privileged minority. There is a silent and silenced majority of women who feel unable to speak out about their experiences – which have far more in common with violence, abuse and despair than ‘empowerment’. Their voices must be heard and considered by any person overseeing policy in this area.
Moreover treating women merely as sexual objects through commercial sexual exploitation rather than as individuals contributes to attitudes underpinning gender-based discrimination and violence.
Yet the UK has historically failed to deal with the far-reaching human rights implications of prostitution. Despite the intrinsic harm of prostitution and the vulnerabilities of the women exploited through it, current legislation effectively gives men the right to buy sexual acts and exploit this vulnerability.  Logically, there is no viability to supply without demand, and it is undoubtedly the demand for sexual acts from the empowered buyer (punter) that fuels sexual exploitation and the proliferation of the sex industry. 
The UK has multiple international and domestic obligations to tackle demand for prostitution.  However the law currently places the burden on those involved in prostitution – and not on those whose demand fuels the industry. I believe that a progressive society should put the interests of the most vulnerable first – and not continue to support a legal framework which facilitates the exploitation of vulnerability.
 
For all these reasons I urge you to support Clause 13 of the Policing and Crime Bill. This seeks to criminalise the purchase of sexual acts from a person ‘subject to force’. The measure is an important first step towards policies undertaken by Nordic countries which have criminalised the purchase of sex acts, whilst decriminalising those who sell them and assisting them to leave prostitution. This model has been proven to reduce demand for prostitution and trafficking – and has given women and girls the choice not to be exploited as commodities. In this context it is unsurprising that Nordic countries consistently top global gender equality and human rights polls. 
Please help to shift the burden away from women and girls in prostitution to the punters whose demand drives a highly gendered form of sexual exploitation. I look forward to hearing from you on this important issue.
Yours Sincerely
 
Your Name
 
Peers
Please email as a BCC (blind carbon copy), if possible, to the following peers:

to do this you simply put your own email address in the Send box and paste the following emails into the BCC box

linklaterv@parliament.uk,  v.linklater@blueyonder.co.uk, susan@masham1935.fsnet.co.uk, masseyd@parliament.uk, molly.meacher@eastlondon.nhs.uk, nicholsone@parliament.uk, morrispa@parliament.uk , prosserm@parliament.uk, thorntong@parliament.uk, walmsleyj@parliament.uk, williamss@parliament.uk, bishop.edmonton@london.anglican.org , cnewlands@chelmsord.anglican.org, bishopslodge@liverpool.anglican.org, bishop@bishopofnorwich.org, bishops.house@southwark.anglican.org, michael.scott-joynt@dsl.pipex.com , desaim@parliament.uk, dholakian@parliament.uk, dubsa@parliament.uk, eltonr@parliament.uk, harriesr@parliament.uk, lhaharrison@aol.com, lestera@parliament.uk , lucasr@parliament.uk, macdonaldaj@parliament.uk, moyw@parliament.uk, pestonmh@parliament.uk , andrew_w_phillips@yahoo.com, a.phillips@bateswells.co.uk, ramsbothamd@parliament.uk, skelmersdaler@parliament.uk, dick@taverne.me.uk, triesmand@parliament.uk, privateoffice.external@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk , stevensonmm@parliament.uk, bridgemanr@parliament.uk
 

If you receive a reply please tell our partner's, EAVES, the nature of the response at:  Nisan.Kesete@eaveshousing.co.uk  or  Nisan Kesete, Eaves , Unit 2.03 Canterbury Court, Kennington Park , 1- 3 Brixton Road, London  SW9 6DE

