Appendix 5: Template letter to local newspaper
Write to your local newspaper and call on your local council to adopt the new regulations governing lap dancing clubs
Instructions for use:

1. Amend the text marked in <red bold>
2. Send the letter to your local newspaper. There should be an address for letters in your local paper or you can find a list of local newspaper addresses at www.newspapersoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=3 

3. If your letter is printed please notify OBJECT: anna@object.org.uk; OBJECT, PO Box 50373, London, W4 3ZP
<Your address>

< Name and address of editor >

<Date>

Dear Editor,

Residents in <your town/city> currently have little say in whether lap dancing clubs can operate in our area. Due to a legal loophole, lap dancing clubs are licensed in the same way as cafes and karaoke nights. Not only does this stop local people from having a voice, it prevents <your local authority> applying vital regulations and restrictions to lap dancing clubs.

Why does this matter? Because lap dancing clubs are part of the sex industry, not the ordinary leisure industry Areas surrounding the clubs can become ‘no-go’ areas for women, and they fuel a sexist culture in which it is acceptable to treat women as sex objects, not people. They impact on everyone in our community, yet only those who live within a 100-200m radius of the club can currently object to a license.

<If there are lap dancing clubs in your district, or you have any personal experience with this issue, mention that here.>  

But <your local authority> now has the opportunity to remedy this. Following a national campaign led by OBJECT and the Fawcett Society, the Government has changed the law so local authorities can now licence lap dancing clubs as ‘sexual entertainment venues’ – meaning they can apply greater controls and local people get a greater say. But to use these new licensing powers local authorities first have to pass a resolution to adopt them. 
So come-on, <your local authority>, pass a resolution and give our community a voice! 

Yours Sincerely,

<Your name
Your address>    
