Appendix 1: OBJECT template letter to councillors
Ask your councillors to adopt the new regulations governing lap dancing clubs

Instructions for use:

· Amend the text marked in <red bold>
· Send the letter and OBJECT briefing (in appendix 2) to the councillors in your ward. To find out who your local councillors are visit http://www.writetothem.com or check on your local council’s website. 
· If you receive a reply please forward a copy to OBJECT: anna@object.org.uk or OBJECT, PO Box 50373, London, W4 3ZP 

<Your address>

<Insert name and address of the councillor>

<Date>

Dear <name of councillor>

RE: Please propose and support a resolution to adopt the new licensing regulations pertaining to lap dancing clubs
I am writing to you as a resident of <your ward> and a supporter of OBJECT to urge you to propose a council resolution to adopt Schedule 3 to the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act (LGMPA) 1982, as amended by the Policing and Crime Act 2009. This resolution would grant <your local authority> greater powers to regulate lap dancing clubs, and would give local people, like myself, a greater say in the licensing process.

As I’m sure you are aware, since the introduction of the Licensing Act 2003 local authorities have been compelled to license lap dancing clubs in the same way as cafes and karaoke nights – with a Premises Licence. Yet lap dancing clubs are part of the sex industry, not the ordinary leisure industry. They fuel a sexist culture in which it is increasingly acceptable to treat women as sex objects, not people. This has been recognised by the UN Convention on Eliminating All Forms of Discrimination Against Women since 1979 as having clear links to discrimination and violence against women. Areas surrounding lap dancing clubs can become ‘no-go’ areas for women, with many women and girls reporting that they feel unsafe in the vicinity of such venues, and research reveals that individuals performing in the clubs face exploitative working conditions. 

Yet local authorities have been prevented from considering these issues when deliberating licence applications from lap dancing clubs, and have been unable to stipulate conditions and controls - such as the maximum number of lap dancing clubs permitted in our community or whether private booths are permitted in the clubs. This is in contradiction to authority council’s legal obligation to to consider the impact of their decisions on women and men and to promote gender equality in all they do. Furthermore, under the current licensing regime I have no right to object to a lap dancing club opening unless I live within 100-200m of the proposed club and, because Premises Licenses are granted in perpetuity, I am unable to lodge objections once a license has been granted unless they relate to one of the four licensing objectives contained in the 2003 Licensing Act.

<If there are lap dancing clubs in your district, or you have any personal experience with this issue, mention that here.>  

However, <your local authority> now has an opportunity to redress this problem. Following a national campaign led by OBJECT and the Fawcett Society, and supported by a broad coalition of local authorities, parliamentarians, women’s organisations, and residents groups, the Government has changed the law to give local authorities greater powers to control and regulate lap dancing clubs and give local people a greater say in the licensing process. As of 6th April 2010, local authorities can licence lap dancing clubs as ‘Sexual Entertainment Venues’ under Schedule 3 to the LGMPA 1982, as amended by the Policing and Crime Act 2009. This allows local authorities to license lap dancing clubs in the same way as sex shops and sex cinemas – i.e. to apply relevant and necessary controls.  

However, in order to licence lap dancing clubs in this way a local authority must first pass a resolution adopting Schedule 3 to the LGMPA (1982). A resolution is required even if the local authority has previously adopted Schedule 3 – due to the amendments made to it by the Policing and Crime Act 2009.    

Therefore, I urge you to propose and support a resolution to adopt Schedule 3 at the earliest possible opportunity. Our community deserves a greater say in the licensing of lap dancing clubs in our area. 
I look forward to hearing from you on this important matter.

Many Thanks,

<YOUR NAME>

