To the House of Commons

The Petition of those supporting re  -categorisa tion of lap dancing clubs as Sex Encounter Establis ~ hments

We call upon the Government to extend the Sex Encoun ter Establishment (SEE) licensing category across England
and Wales and amend the law so that lap dancing clubs are not exempt from this category simply because the y
hold a Premises Licence to provide music and alcohol. Under current legislation lap dancing clubs are in ef fect,
licensed as cafes and karaoke bars. However they provide entertainment which falls under the SEE category (visual
nude/semi entertainment for the purpose of sexual stimu lation). Current legislation restricts the power of | ocal
authorities and people affected by clubs to have a say in licensing and this needs to be addressed given that | ap
dancing clubs have a very different social impact from cafes or karaoke bars. Amending the law so that lap d ancing
clubs can be licensed as SEEs will give local authorities the same licensing powers as apply to sex shops and sex
cinemas. It will ensure better regulation and is a cru cial step in restoring the power of local authorities and local
people to have a say in the quantity and location of | ap dancing clubs licensed in their areas.

The Petitioners therefore request that the House of Commons take the appropriate legislative steps to ensure that
lap dancing clubs be licensed as Sex Encounter Establi shments.
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